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Defense A deg Deal o ilsman Plea

‘honth to within

2, Roger Hilsman,
dssistant seeretary of state for
Far Eastern affairs, urgently
ccommended that American
roops be stationed in Thailand

lose to the Laotian border.
His intention according to

Peatagon sources was to stiff-
tn badly sagging wmorale
hroughout Southeast Asia but
nmt especially in South Viet
Nam, Thailand and Laos.

Itis in Laos that the situation
nas deteriorated the most with

‘Ihe Communist Viet Mioh

roops -~ not native Pathet Lao
but troops directed and armed
by Hanoi — having driven this
15 miles of
he Luotian-Thuilund border,

And the strange administra-
fion silence on this new and
Idm,uous aggression in. Laos
has been mcxplu.Lbh. in light
of the fuct that the Commu-
haists almost always take silence
s acquiescence. History has re-

fpeatedty shown that if the free

world fails to make a public
tuss over Comimunist aggres-

‘Eivc acts the Communists as-

ume-—sometimes alas rightly

‘}—that the free world doesnt

really care.

So the movement of troops
in Thailand would have a psy-
chological as well as strategic
purpose — to show that the
United States was not indiffer-
eat to theg most recent Com
munist ﬂrabs

SO I'AR, Hxlsmans recoms-

) mcndmons. ‘again by the Peni--

Jtagon's own admission, have

As one of his last acts De-
Aore resignin

© Namara.

been blocked by high Detense
Department officiuls. This dis-
mays many high-ranking sol-
diers in the Pentagon familiur
with the crisis of morale in
“Southéast Asia who agree with
Hilsman that somcthing must
be done. Indeed, according to
White House sources, it is not
reven sure ihat Presiden: John-
son has been deeply briefed on
the urgency =— at the vesy least
~ of some public wagning to0
Hanoi about their  drive
Thailand’s border.

And this is a typical exam-
ple of how the reccommenda-
tions of the official responsi- U
ble for the area are
tracked, illustrating the
trations of being held publicly
accountable to.the United States
for events in Southeast Asia

side-

- even though authority {or di-.

recting these cvents s yeTy
limited.

In short, the assiytan sec-
retary of state for Far Lusiern
affairs is often bum rupped
for policies over-which he has
the niost marginal control.

THE FULL storv mav be

[Co

Additionaliy. Tohn 3 \h( one.
director of the Coniral Inteili
husstiiercd

Agency, s stid

cistltics, His principal repre-
ive in Viet Num, JTohn
was recalled List

goice
go

Richardson,
] also as the result of Lodge.

inspired pross_attacks.

ladoe went o Viet

ihe problems of modern day
Viet wam und his frec-wheel-
ing_wavs_proved iroublesome,
e bandle, For inslance several
limes prior to (he Nov. 1 cotip-
ucl{ Lodge was _insirueted
by _the DL‘} partnient of Defense
19 Lu]\ in close communica-

Tron with Proesident Diem and

frus-

lone ddd} ed in the telline, but

there is no doubt, for mbt‘mcc.

that Henry Cabot Logige, am-
bassudor to Viet Nam.

has

been guile a cross not only for

Hilsman but also for the scere-

tary ol ‘defense. Roberl
whose principal rep-
aresentidive in Viet Nam, Gen.

N

Paul Harkins, has becp the ob-
Ju,t ot lodge-inspired press
attiucks, .

L

he replied in ellect: "My pol-
ey is not o go to Diieny —
Tt 1o et Diem come lome,”

ACCORDING 10 a high ad-
ministration soucce. Hilsman

Cmade enemies and wouble for

Limsell mainly as a result of
His confroversial — and per-
haps exaggerated — role in in-
spiring the Nov. T coup and
his subseqguent attempis to ra-
tionalize it.

As this source put it: “Hils-
mun came a cropper becausc
he Wwied to rewrite history to
exonerate his coup d'etat, bul
in the process took a stand
that was in contradiction 1o the

svailable evidence.

“Hilsman tried to argue that

the shock and chuaos of the
cdup  dletat (including  the

wholesale purge of every ma- -

jor official) was not .responsis
ble for the downturn jo the

Nam -
without anv real knowledge of

~that the war has bcen

war but thai the war had been
aoing badly all along.

“Cerainly Diem and Nhu
colored some things their way.’
But these lies were marginal
vis a vis the whole picwre. If
the we-wecc-losing-ail-the-
time theory was nght. then
Diem and Nhu phaed thou-
sands of Awericans for ‘fools,
not oniy Gen. Harkins, but Sec.
MeNumara. Gen, Taylor md
a lot of corapetent foreign ob-
servers  including Robcrr
Thompson of the British ad-
Visory miss:on. :

“None of these persons arc.
prepared 1o aceept the role
ol fools — or the contention .
going
badly all wlong. To this day.:
it is the conviction' of thosc:
who have passed any lime at
the fronts in Vict Num that the
war svas beginning 10 be won .
last summer and was set buck:
first by the political warfare.
waged by Washington "aguinst:
Diem last fall and the chiuos
brought by the November coup.

“In arguing that the war-
never went well, Hilsman
played right into the hands-
of those who say ‘what’s the
38, you can't win)’

“This argument is in ¢con-
tradiction to the.facts. It isbad
for American morale. bad for
Vietnamese morale, and useful
only to the defeatists. Hilsman

asked to resign. But his at-
tempt o sewrite history ere-

ated the kind of irvitation thut
m.\dg nmny "Lul o sce him -'nl“ .

The underlined passage was omitted from the WASHINGTON STAR of February 28.
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